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“In the German and Italian peoples them- 
selves there is a growing conviction that 
the cause of Nazism and Fascism is hopeless 
—that their political and military leaders 
have led them along the bitter road which 
leads not to world conquest but to final de- 
feat. They cannot fail to contrast the pres- 
ent frantic speeches of these leaders with 

their arrogant boastings of 
a year ago, and two years 
ago.” — FRANKLIN D. 
ROOSEVELT, in a world 
wide radio broadcast. 





For those who will not be Mentally Marooned 








AV.Vfor] 





There is general approval of the seven points which 
the President outlined in his message to the people ‘Tues 
day. But there is, at the same time, an appreciation of 
the difficulties involved in carrying out the program in 
its entirety. The price-fixing move is a step in the right 
direction (though we feel that an unnecessary hardship 
has been placed on retailers thru failure to give them an 
opportunity to adjust their prices in line with replace 
ment costs) but there are gaps yet to be closed. 

Three important group attitudes are to be reckoned 
with: the attitude of organized business toward heavier 
taxation; the attitude of organized labor toward wage 
ceilings, and the attitude of organized agriculture toward 
price stabilization of farm products at 100 per cent of 
parity. 

Of the three, labor is the keystone. With production 
for war rapidly becoming the nation’s paramount busi 
ness, and many Gov’t contracts placed on a more-or-less 
elastic cost basis, it is elementary that wages must be 
curbed to prevent the inflation spiral. Rationing of all 
scarce commodities, which is soon to come, will be only 
a partial solution. This matter of wage stabilization can- 
not be left to the War Labor Board, first because it has 
no statutory authority ; second, because it passes only on 
those cases brought before it—a small fraction of total 
wage disputes—and lacks power to prevent one corpora- 
tion or industry from raiding another’s labor preserves, 
enticing workers thru lure of higher and yet higher wages. 

Congress, in election year, will hardly reduce farm 
parity from 110 to 100 per cent of parity, while labor is 
unbridled. Nor will it have the courage to increase tax 
rates substantially in middle and lower income brackets 
where bulk of nation’s wealth centers. (Aggregate of all 
incomes above $25,000 is less than $5 billion, and Gov't 
is already taking from 25 to 80 per cent of such income). 

To sum up: The President’s objectives are admirable, 
but the program is still a long way from complete con- 
summation. 





momentous decision. If convention accepts rec 


»++— American Legion is on verge of making 
ommendation of constitution 


committee and 
| opens Legion to veterans of World War IT, re 
| sult will be a bloc tremendously powerful in 

shaping post-war legislation and world peace 
| objectives. 





WORLD PICTURE: Public attitude reflects far 
too much optimism. The press, in understandable effort 
to gratify appetite for good news is consistently playing 
up allied bombings and items emphasizing Axis discom- 
fiture. Result is fostering widespread belief that we have 
this war won. There is not slightest possibility of war be- 
ing concluded this year, and practically no possibility of 
conclusive action in Summer of 1943. 





tle 


prophesies ios 


RUSSIA: We have been reluctant to make 
any forecasts on the Russian situation. It is 
still a hazordous gesture and one which 
must be made, in some degree, emotionally 
rather than statistically. 


We have no accurate measure of the re- 
serve strength of either side, but weighing 
all known factors on both sides, we are 
ready to go on record now with the belief 
that Nazis will not overwhelm Russians this 
Summer. This does not mean Russians will 
hold ground. We expect they will give under 
concentrated German drive, but think re- 
treats will be orderly, strategic. 


Nazis may succeed elsewhere (in a drive 
thru Syria or across Turkey) but we think 
main Russian army will not be wiped out. 


Pacific situation grows increasingly grave. China’s 
supply line is in dire peril, and President’s promise that 
supplies will continue is easier made than met. Elsewhere 
in south Pacific, Japan consolidates her gains; becomes 
more and more firmly entrenched. Example: Japs are 
strengthening land defenses and completing program be 
gun by British to make Singapore truly impregnable. 

Though delayed and disorganized, Hitler’s Spring (or 
Summer) offensive will come. To underestimate Nazi 
striking power would be fatal error. 


ENGLAND: Defeat of two Churchill party men in 
this week’s elections does not, we think, presage decay 
of the Churchill gov’t. It is, however, an indication of 
British dissatisfaction with the status quo. Probably there 
will be more shifting of party lines as the war progresses, 
with the Conservatives gradually losing strength. 

We are not ready to join those who forecast that 
Churchill will be succeeded by Cripps this year. Much 
depends upon developments. Churchill is stronger, Cripps 
weaker than 3 mos ago. Nature of British gov’t, of course, 
is that leader can fall quickly. Another disaster, attrib 
uted to blundering leadership, would mean end of Church- 
ill. But a sudden emergency, adequately met, would 


strengthen his gov't. 


Publisher. 


— Seems 
now that oil pipe- 
line is still a pipe 
dream. No steel 
available, 
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“He Who Never Quotes, is Never Quoted”—Charles Haddon Spurgeon 





“Keep them praying, and we shall 
win the war and a just peace.”—Brig. 
Gen. W. R. ARNoLD, army chief of 
chaplains. 


“ ” 


“The child who concentrates upon 
beautiful music cannot permit his 
mind to rest upon crime.”—Maj. 
JoHN A. WarNER, Sup’t. N. Y. state 
police, remarking on worth of musical 
education as character builder for 
children. 

“ ” 

“The native ingenuity that made 
horseshoe pitching a national sport 
when discarded horseshoes were the 
only “sporting goods” at hand—and 
manufactured synthetic. horseshoes 
to pursue this sport when the horse 
himself retired to the luxury class— 
that ingenuity will not let us down 
now.” — Mark McCuoskey, Survey 
Graphic. 

oe ” 

“Every farm should have someone 
on it who doesn’t do anything but 
think. No work of any kind. No bend- 
ing over. Just think.”—Prof. Henry 
KELLER, economist. 

“ ”” 

“Surely it is only childish dreaming 
that makes us hope we can come to 
live in Utopia without first becoming 
inward Utopians.”—Lew Ayres, Mo- 
tion picture actor, now in conscien- 
tious objectors’ camp. 

“No. This year’s taxes were bad 
enough.”—Pres. FRANKLIN D. Roose- 
VELT, when asked if he had contem- 
plated his next year’s income tax un- 
der new Treasury recommendations. 

(Ti 9 

“In my country they work from kin 
to can’t—from the time they kin see 
to the time it’s so dark they can’t.” 
—Rep. Howarp WortH SMITH, Va. 


May we 


Clear 


you on that?” 





“Strike out to help Russia. Strike 
out violently. Strike even recklessly, 
but in any event such blows that 
really help will be our contribution 
to the Russian battlefront.” — Lord 
BEAVERBROOK, British lend-lease co- 
ordinator in Washington. 

ti ” 

“Why waste dynamite when insect 
powder will do just as well?”—Sen. 
CarTeER GLAss’ comment, when urged 
to iash out at a boisterous heckler. 

“oe ” 

“We speak of a second front as a 
matter of military wisdom and human 
ethics. Just as a mother whose sons 
are at the front looks at a mother 
whose sons are at home.”—ILyAa EnuR- 
ENBOURG, Russian War Correspondent. 

“ ” 

“The average male doesn’t care to 
picture Lana Turner in a $1.98 house 
dress, minus her makeup.”—JIMMIE 
FippLer, Hollywood Columnist. 

“e ” 

“Democracy in the end depends on 
the virtue of the _ individual.”—W. 
SoMERSET MAUGHAM, Author. 

ti ” 

“Hitler must be treated as a pris- 
oner of war, if he be so lucky as to 
fall into the hands of the British. But 
if the Poles or Czechs will capture 
him first, God have mercy on him.”— 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW. 





“it is perhaps well that the horrify- 
ing obligations a man unwittingly un- 
dertakes when he marries should not 
be more generally known, if it is in 
the national interest to promote mar- 
riage.”—J. V. McArer, Canadian Col- 
umnist. 

iti ” 

“You can’t cheer the Army as it 
marches by and then turn around and 
boo the Commander-in-Chief. At least 
you can’t do it, if you hope to elect 
the Republican ticket next November.” 
—WARREN WRIGHT, Illinois Republican 
Senatorial Candidate. 

ii ” 

“The church in the present world 
situation is like the radiator of an au- 
tomobile; it must stay out in front 
and keep the engine cool enough to 
run.”—The Christian Century. 

Li} ” 

“If we were bombed tonight, the 
people of the city ‘would not know 
what to do.... There would be hysteri- 
cal people who would actually die from 
fear, standing up.... Very few people 
burn to death. They are scared to 
death.”—Warning from Washington’s 
Chief Air-Raid Warden. 


“ ” 


“Colleges and universities are sha- 
dow boxing, instead of slugging away 
at the vital unsolved problems of hu- 
manity.”—Gro. W. Crane, psycholo- 
gist, Northwestern U. 

iii ”” 

“War is like a drunken party, you 
never know what will happen next.”— 
WILLIAM S. KNUDSEN. 

iti ’° 

“Life and love in this town take a 
little planning, but a girl can get her- 
self about anything she wants—a job, 
dates, culture, a career, or a husband.” 
—ELeEANOR Earty, Washington news- 
paper correspondent. 
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ACTION—Vs. Words 


Washington, New York and even 
Boston have sent speakers all the way 
to Texas to tell our people that we 
are smug, complacent and indifferent 
to war. Meanwhile the metropolitan 
centers they represent are swarming 
with spies, saboteurs and agents of 
disorder. Go back home! Clean up 
your own back yards. Stop strikes and 


disorders in your own communities. 
Raise your Red Cross quotas. Fill 
your Community Chests. Buy your 


share of Victory Bonds. Quit talking 
and go to work. We are not counting 
the hours we may give to the preser- 
vation of human liberties. We claim 
no extra pay for doing our duty. In 
spite of all the controversy and con- 
fusion you and your kind have cre- 
ated, we are working and fighting to 
support our boys on foreign fronts, 
in the air, and across the seven seas. 
Put up! Shut up! And get out of our 
way!—Rocer Miter, in a_ speech 
made at Rotary Club, Waco, Texas, 
now widely quoted in Washington. 


ARMY 
The Tokio radio propaganda tries 
to make out that American soldiers 


on Bataan were a bunch of cowards 
led by stupid officers. The Japs will 
regret to hear that the rest of our 
Army is of the same low quality.— 
Howarp BruBAKErR, The New Yorker, 
4-18-'42. 


BASEBALL—In Wartime 


The opening of the baseball season 
provided a war as well as a business 
sidelight. At the New York Giants- 
Brooklyn Dodgers game, a spectator 
caught a foul ball, but refused to throw 
it back to the playing field. The stands 
booed and booed. Why? Because re- 
turned baseballs are to be forwarded 
to Army and Navy camps. Thus a 
time-honored custom passes. Not to be 
able to keep a foul ball—certainly this 
is no longer “America as_ usual.”— 
Business Week, 4-18-'42. 


CITIZENSHIP 


The Chamber of Commerce modifies 
the innate cussedness of the average, 
selfish, hardboiled, picayunish, penny- 
pinching, narrow-gauged human pork- 
er, lifts up his snout, makes him see 
farther than his home, his business 
and his personal interest, and sets 
him rooting for his home community. 
The Chamber of Commerce is giving 
the first lesson in practical Chris- 
tianity to millions of savages in 
America. It is not full baptism, but it 
helps.— WILLIAM ALLEN Wuirte, editor 
of Emporia (Kans.) Gazette. 





The 100% All-Outer 
By Ricuarp RENNEISEN 


“Are you a Mr. Hypothetical All- 
Outer?” we have been asking ourself 
since those Stanford University pro- 
fessors issued their ten test questions. 
But comes the sorrowing answer, 
“N-n-n-o.” 

Here is the picture of that hypo- 
thetical gentleman: 


“He spends around 5% of income 
for war securities; always cleans his 
plate, wasting no food; never drives 
faster than 40 mi. per hr. He js an 
air-raid warden or has some volunteer 
defense job; writes regularly to a man 
in the armed forces abroad; admon- 
ishes others not to repeat rumors or 
military information; tries to keep fit 
with hikes or other exercises. When 
he hears about work stoppages, he 
digs into his own job a little harder. 
He contributed to the USO last month 
and this month the Red Cross is on 
his list.” 


The profs rate such a guy 100% and 
set him up as a great model. But what 
would they do without the great army 
of guys who rate only 33 or 57 or 61 
per cent? Well, sir, they’d go crazy. 
They oughtn’t to call this 100 per 
center Mr. Hypothetical All-Outer. 
They ought to call him Mr. Goody- 
Good, or Mr. Namby-Pamb. He’d be 
utterly insufferable. 


Imagine everybody on your block 
an air-raid warden, a nation of ’em, 
100 million air-raid wardens rushing 
from door to door! Think of 100 mil- 
lion rumor shushers, shushing like a 
great bad dream of snakes; 100 mil- 
lion plate-scrapers; 100 million letter- 
writers to overseas boys ( what with 
shipping space and paper scarcity) 
100 million hikers and keeping-fitters! 
Why a stranger from a foreign land 
would take one look at everybody and 
rush to a doctor babbling insanities. 
Nope, we'll take the great ordinary, 
imperfect American for ours.—Con- 
densed from the feature, “Bread and 
Circuses,” Louisville Courier-Journal. 


COURTESY—In Germany 


There is a new campaign on the 
German home front, a campaign for 
politeness. As living gets more diffi- 
cult and inconveniences multiply, so 
rudeness has increased. The Berlin 
papers are quite distressed, hence 
their slogan: 

“Today politeness is a service to 
the community. An insolent person 
indirectly helps the enemy because 
he squanders what is more important 
than anything else — the nation’s 
nerve capital. He is reducing working 
capacity at a time when an increase 
of performance should be our first 
duty.” — The Manchester Guardian 
Weekly, England, 2-27-42. 


CUSTOMS—Chinese 

It is contrary to all heathen Chi- 
nese custom to save some one from 
drowning. That would offend the river 
gods, cheat them out of a victim they 
wanted to claim. Rescuing some one 
out of the water makes a Chinese li- 
able for that person’s future keep. 
Were you not responsible for that per- 
son being alive? Well, then, it was up 
to you to supply him with room and 
board.—O, H. Scumupt, “In Occupied 
China,” The Walther League Mes- 
senger, 4-'42. 


DEFENSE—Philippines 

Two or three years ago, a Euro- 
pean General—from one of our pres- 
ent Allies—was visiting General Mac- 
Arthur in Manila. He asked to see 
the defense of the Philippines. So 
General MacArthur took him on a 
day’s tour. .. . Driving thru the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, MacArthur 
returned the greetings of the amiable 
brown men which showed the camara- 
derie which both he and they felt. 
The visiting General stiffened. 
After a score of other illustrations of 
democracy at work, the Generals went 
back to the Manila Hotel. 

“This is all very pleasant,” said the 
European General, “but I don’t think 
you have showed me much of the de- 
fenses of the Philippines.” 

“Excuse me,” said General Mac- 
Arthur, “but all that I have shown 
you has been the defenses of the Phil- 
ippines.” 

“What!” exclaimed the visitor, “you 
mean to say you do not keep these 
pecple in hand with white troops? 
That they make their own laws?” 

“Yes,” said General MacArthur, 
“they make their own laws, and what 
is more I live under them.”—Erwin 
D. CannaMm, “Down the Middle of the 
Road,” The Christian Science Mon- 
itor, 4-15-42, 
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EDUCATION—Report Cards 


I had a “falling out’? with the mark- 
ing system about twelve years ago. I 
was teaching the first grade. There 
was a seven-year-old boy with an I. 
Q. of 80. He soid peanuts on the street 
corners in the afternoon. On his way 
to school, he would sit down on the 
curb and ask the passerby words he 
didn’t know. (I learned this later on.) 
When report time came, I thought I 
had to mark him U (unsatisfactory) 
because he didn’t come up to the re- 
quirements prescribed. He stayed 
after school and with his big eyes 
boring into mine, asked, “How come 
I got U when I done the best I could?” 
—Mrs. ANNIE S. Jomnson, Georgia 
Educational Journal. 


EMPLOYMENT— 

Qualifications 

The latest Washington story is that 
they have a very simple and rapid 
test for stenographers there now. The 
candidate for a job is ushered into a 
room which has in it a washing ma- 
chine, a typewriter and a machine- 
gun. If the girl recognizes which is 
the typewriter, she’s 
can Exporter, 5-42. 


FAME-—Illogical 

One of America’s leading inventors 
of airplane engines was asked recent- 
ly why it was that the men who used 
his engines in their planes received 
most of the glory for the flying ac- 
complishment that made it possible. 
The research genius seemed to find the 
question an amusing but important 
one. 

“After all,” he answered quietly 
“who ever heard the name of Paul 
Revere’s horse?’—Clement Comments, 
No. 157. 


HUMOR—In Germany 

Free speech in the Reich still ex- 
ists among a few courageous comedi- 
ans who pay for their boldness of ex- 
pression by terms in prison and con- 
centration camps. Typical of some of 
their humor which brings down the 
wrath of the authorities upon them 
are the following remarks: 

“The price of shaves has increased 
enormously since the war—because 
JYerman faces have become so much 
longer.” 

“It is perfectly natural that the old 
greeting, ‘Guten Tag,’ (good day) has 
been abolished in favor of ‘Heil Hit- 
ler.’ Because since Hitler arrived on 
the scene there has been no guten 
tag.” 


hired.—A meri- 


Politics Made Clear 


BENCHLEYANA is an antidote for any- 
thing bordering on “the blues.” Test 
your morale before and after a dose 
of Benchley. Effects are amazing, not 
to say amusing. With an editorial 
finger on the pulse of the world, 
Harper’s felt an immediate need, and 
concocted — mainly from books no 
longer available—a treatment which 
will pull you out of almost any men- 
tal relapse. The name, Inside Benchley 
($2.50); the author, the irrepressible 
Rospert BENCHLEY. And the inoculation 
we have chosen, “Political Parties and 
Their Growth,” may help you take the 
approaching elections in your stride. 

In writing a history of the political 
parties of the United States (to which 
this is the introductory essay and 
possibly the last chapter as well) one 
must bear constantly in mind the fact 
that there are two separate and dis- 
tinct parties, the Republicans (a clever 
combination of two Latin words, res 
and publicae, meaning “things of the 
public”) and the Democrats (from the 
Greek demos, meaning something 
which I will look up before this goes 
to the printer’s). The trick comes in 
telling which is which. 

During the early years of our po- 
litical history the Republican Party 
was the Democratic Party, or, if you 
chose, the Democratic Party was the 
Republican Party. This led naturally 
to a lot of confusion, especially in the 
Democratic Party’s getting the Re- 
publican Party’s mail; so it was de- 
cided to call the Republicans “Demo- 


crats” and be done with it. The Fed- 
eralist Party (then located at what is 
now the corner of Broad and Walnut 
streets and known as “The Swedish 
Nightingale”) became, through the 
process of Natural Selection and a 
gradual dropping-off of its rudimen- 
tary tail, the Republican Party as we 
know it today. This makes, as pro- 
phesied earlier in this article, two 
parties, the Republicans and the Dem- 
ocrats. As a general rule, Republicans 
are more blonde than Democrats. 

Now that we have cleared up the 
matter of the early confusion in 
names, it remains for us simply to 
trace the growth of the party plat- 
forms from their original sources to 
their present-day clearly defined and 
characteristic chaos. This will involve 
quite a bit of very dull statistical 
matter and talk about Inflation and 
Nullification, which will be enlivened 
by comical stories and snatches of 
current songs of the period. In fact, 
talk about Inflation and Nullification 
may be omitted entirely. It will also 
be necessary to note the rise and fall 
of the minor political parties, such as 
the Free Soil Party, the Mugwumps, 
the St. Louis Cardinals and Tom 
(“Ru m-Romanis m-and-Rebellicn” ) 
Heflin. This will not be much fun 
either. As a matter of fact, in out- 
lining the subject matter of this his- 
tory the thought has come to me that 
it shapes up as a pretty dry book and 
I am wondering if perhaps I haven't 
made a mistake in undertaking it.... 


———— EN 


“The difference between Germany 
and India lies in the fact that in In- 
dia one man hungers for a nation, 
whereas in German a nation hungers 
for one man.”—Condensed from an ar- 
ticle by WiL_utiAmM BayLes, “Germany’s 
Heroes of Free Speech,” Strand, Lon- 
don, 2-'42. 


IRONY 


Bischoff, one of the leading ana- 
tomists of Europe, thrived some 70 
years ago. He carefully measured 
brain weights, and after many years’ 
accumulation of much data he ob- 
served that the average weight of 
man’s brain was 1350 grams. This at 
once, he argued, was infallible proof 
of the mental superiority of men over 
women; and thruout his life he de- 
fended this hypothesis with the con- 
viction of a zealot. Being a true sci- 
entist, he specified in his will that 
his own brain be added to his im- 
pressive collection. The postmortem 


examination elicited the interesting 
fact that his own brain weighed only 
1245 grams.—Journal of the American 
Medical Ass'n. 


MARRIAGE 

Once a friend of Disraeli, as tact- 
fully as he could, expressed surprise 
at the happy married life Disraeli led 
(although his wife was 15 years older 
than himself, and came perilously 
close to being dumb). 

“Almost every day of my life I give 
thanks for that very thing,” Disraeli 
replied. “I think much of it has been 
due to the fact that each has accepted 
the other as he is. I have never tried 
to make Mary Anne over to my idea 
of how a lady should be constituted, 
and she has done me the honor to let 
me be what God made me. I never 
go home of an evening without run- 
ning a little.’-—Homer Croy, “Is He 
the Man for You?” Beauty & Health, 
5-"42. 
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News of the New 


ERSATZ: Low-grade tobacco leaves 
may go into new, tough, long-wearing 
fiber board, developed by Kentucky 
researchers. May be used in plane 
construction. 

(Ti ” 

FOOD: Sensational story of week is 
proposed “germ syrup” which may 
create germ vitamin factory in human 
body, making one independent of food 
sources of vitamins or vitamin con- 
centrates. Proponent (Dr. G. J. Mar- 
tin, Warner Inst. for Therapeutic Re- 
search) suggests $2 worth of syrup 
might immunize person for life; make 
possible subsistence on grass, leaves 
and wood. (There have been claims 
that Germans have developed similar 
product, permitting soldiers to live 
indefinitely on vegetation.) 

it) ” 

INVENTION: Ingenious 
lung” holds great promise in resus- 
citating drowning persons, “blue” 
babies, etc. Fits tightly over abdomen 
and chest. A pump, alternately suck- 
ing out and pulling in air, moves ab- 
domen up and down, inducing naturai 
breathing. In drowning cases, rubber 
tube attached to lung, sucks water out 
of stomach. Effects similar to Red 
Cross first aid, but safer for wounded 
men. 

Now, a blackout awning for sum- 
mer use. Hangs like ordinary awning 
to provide shade. Should blackout be 
necessary, can be lowered to cover en- 
tire window. 


“rubber 


MEDICINE: Long sought non-habit- 
forming drug to displace morphine 
may have been found in a recently- 
developed synthetic, announced thru 
Federation of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology. More than 800 
tests indicate satisfactory sedative 
qualities without accompanying heart 
depression. 

oe ” 

SCIENCE: Tulane U. School of 
Medicine has perfected an instrument 
so delicately balanced that it meas- 
ures invisible stretching and con- 
tracting of skin on human body. 
Stretch occurs when skin tightens 
over swell of the vascular system. In 
this way, doctors measure progress 
of kidney and heart conditions. One 
study is to note comfort reactions of 
individuals to various textures of 
clothing. Resulting charts may have 
considerable value in the selection of 
apparel for armed forces. 


OCCUPIED COUNTRIES 

Orders were recently issued by Dr. 
Goebbels that photographs of Admiral 
Darlan, and all news concerning him, 
should be given prominent display on 
the main pages of the Paris papers. 

This order was, of course, faithfully 
carried out. But it was noticed that 
some of the papers put Darlan’s photo- 
graph and special news about him 
fairly and squarely in the fifth col- 
umn—Natal Mercury. 





High Flight 
By Joun GILLESPIE MAGEE, JR. 
This poem, by a_ 19-year-old 
American, killed in action with 
Royal Canadian Air Force in De- 
cember 1941, is rated by Archibald 
MacLeish, Librarian of Congress, 
as the first classic of World War 
IT: 
Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds 
of earth, 
And danced the skies on laughter- 
silvered wings; 
Sunward I’ve climbed and joined 
the tumbling mirth 
Of sun-split clouds—and done a 
hundred things 
You have not dreamed of—wheeled 
and soared and swung 
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring 


there, 

I've chased the shouting wind 
along and flung 

My eager craft through footless 


halls of air. 

Up, up the long delirious, burning 
blue 

I've topped the wind-swept heights 
with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle, 


flew; 

And, while with silent, lifting mind 
I've trod 

The high untrespassed sanctity of 
space, 


Put out my hand, and touched the 
face of God. 











ne | 
PAIN—Endurance 


Before he begins work, many a mod- 
ern dentist thrusts an electric switch 
into the patient’s hand. 


“This gives you instant control over 
the dril,” the dental surgeon tells 
him. “I will take it just as easy as 
possible—but if it hurts too much, 
you can shut off the power.” Repeated 
tests have shown that the average 
patient, knowing he can stop the drill 
at anytime, calmly endures twice as 
much before shutting off the power. 
—WituiaAmM F. McDermott, “Fun in a 
Dentist’s Chair, Coronet, 4-742. 





Beware the “Pearl Harbor widow.” 
Reports from police all over country 


show racket is being worked by 
women to gain sympathy of patriotic 
Americans. Operators may range from 
beauteous blondes who rake in thou- 
sands, to ordinary purse-lifters. 

Statisticians figure pending legisla- 
tion to provide support for dependents 
of men in service would move half 
the country’s 3-A group into 1-A... 
Civilians are being warned to keep 
hands off crashed airplanes (except 
to assist injured crew). Army officers 
point out such planes probably carry 
live bombs. . . Illness and injury in 
industry last year caused 32 times 
the loss occasioned by strikes. 

Few weeks ago, we advised reading 
Isaiah 3:18 for timely reference: “In 
that day the Lord will take away 
their round tires like the moon.” Herb 
Caen suggests we read further: “In 
verse 19 the Lord takes away the muf- 
fler, in 21 the rings, and in 23 the 
hoods. Getting away from autos, 
verse 22 spells doom for ‘the change- 
able suits of apparell’ and 24 predicts 
the end of the girdle!” 

The “dead ball’’ may return to base- 
ball. this year, due to material short- 
ages. Mfgrs must reprocess wool 
from old balls, or use inferior grade. 
Either way, ball will be less lively... 
Some cheer for golfers in word that 
golf balls may be peeled, like potatoes. 
Ball which has not been cut com- 
pletely thru cover may be smoothed 
down with abrasive machine, and 
new cover of balata applied. (Balata 
gum is not strategic material.) 

Relatively untapped source of labor 
is young college students, expecting 
to be in the service at 20, but wanting 
to earn their way meanwhile. Ohio 
mfgr. is erecting small plant on cam- 
pus of one college. Will use student 
labor; give plant to college later. 

Humorous song, My Friend Floda, 
the Swine was reported popular in 
Germany until discovery that “Floda” 
was reverse of Adolf. . . . Latest of the 
goofy gags to sweep the country: Did 
you hear about the patriotic worm? 
He went into the apple corps. 
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PERSONNEL—Efficiency 


Sir Archibald Sinclair, was giving 


the air estimates recently in the 
House of Commons. His speech was 
guarded, carefully prepared and not 


very exciting, but half way through 
he inadvertently caused the loudest 
laughter that I have heard for 
months. ‘ 

Pausing, pontifically, he said: “The 
House will remember a recent eve- 
ning newspaper cartoon in which the 
late lamented Colonel Blimp was 
shown assiduously endeavoring to fit 
square pegs into round holes.” Then 
he paused dramatically. “I can assure 
the House,” he said, “that in the Air 
Ministry we are doing exactly the 
opposite.” — ApreLpni, “London Call- 
ing,” The Financial Post, Canada, 
4-4-'42. 


PROPAGANDA—German 

Night after night during the long 
winter of 1939-40, when the armies of 
France and Germany were lined up 
facing each other, German loud- 
speakers blared forth their propa- 
ganda: false lists of French “prison- 
ers” were periodically announced; 
French dignitaries, visiting the front 
with elaborate secrecy, were greeted 
by the German loudspeakers; several 
minutes after a French infantry unit 
arrived at the front, the Germans an- 
nounced the name of every member 
of the unit, his home town, and the 
names of his officers. This so demoral- 
ized the group that it had to be in- 
stantly removed.—Divide and Con- 
quer, (Office of Facts and Figures). 


RACE 


Race has been a useful tool, not 
only in bostering nationalism and in 
justifying our sin, but in covering 
our ignorance as well. Note how often 
in music, art, and literature, when 
one is at a loss to account for some 
strange effect, the vague myth of race 
is resorted to. A biographer, for ex- 
ample, concludes that President 
Roosevelt’s stubbornness is due to the 
Dutch blood in his veins; a critic in- 
forms us that the peculiar qualities 
of Tschaikovsky’s music are the man- 
ifestations of his Russian race; and 
the military expert explains the 
bombing of Honolulu as a consequence 
of the “strong strain of Malay blood 
in the Japanese race.” And thus au- 
thorities would have us credit them 
with keen biological insight. 

Indeed, no other character in fic- 
tion has played so many roles, and 
with such perfection, — BrewrTon 
Berry, “A Southerner Learns About 
Race,” Common Ground, Spring-’42. 


The Great Tube Problem 
By JAMES DANIEL 

Unfortunately, I did not hurry to 
the drug store until we at our house 
had been brushing our 
teeth with salt for two 
days. 

“You can’t get more 
tooth paste or shaving 
cream unless you give 
me the empty tubes,” 
the clerk said. “It’s 
WPB’s order.” 

“But my little neph- 
ew, Elbert — he took 
cur tubes to school be- 
fore I could stop him,” 
I protested. “The kids 
are collecting them to aid defense.” 

“So are we,” the clerk retorted, 
closing the interview. 

At the library I learned from 
“Money-Making Formulas” how to 
make 201 pounds of shaving cream 
all at once and from “Henley’s 20th 
Century Formulas, Process and Trade 
Secrets” how to manufacture “cherry 
tooth paste” if I had 100 drachms of 
powdered orris root, 100 drachms of 
clarified honey, 100 drachms of pre- 
cipitated chalk, 60 drops of powdered 
rose leaves, 55 drops of oil of cloves, 
55 drops of oil of mace and 50 drops 
of oil of geranium. But I don’t even 
have a drachm measure, much less a 
chemical laboratory. 

I stopped to see the WPB secretary. 
Grimly I explained that save for 
the sunburn ointment hidden from 
Little Elbert, every other tube in the 
house had been scavenged by the 
child so his teachers and schoolmates 








SAFETY 
A man was warning his little neigh- 
bor about being careful crossing 


streets, “Oh, don’t worry,” the child 
assured him. “I always wait for the 
empty space to come by.” 


WAR—And Character 

War is dirty business. It plumbs the 
depths of degradation, yet demands 
the best that one can give. In the 
iast war, what I did and what I saw 
do not rest easily on my memory. But 
in all the filth and stupidities of that 
experience I saw courage, fortitude, 
sacrifice, self-abnegation, generosity— 
yes and tenderness, compassion and 
idealism of a quality that I have not 
seen since. It is because these quali- 
ties become diluted in peacetime that 
wars return—SaMvUEL T. WILLIAM- 
son, The Volta Review, 3-42. 


FUN 
FEATURE 





wouldn’t think us unpatriotic. “Then 


why not squeeze out the sunburn 
remedy?” the secretary said. ‘“Oint- 
ment tubes aren’t affected by the 


WPB probation. You 
can always buy some 
mcre ointment, without 
a tube to turn in.” 

“That would be 
waste,” I replied—‘“un- 
patriotic waste.” Then 
she had an inspiration. 

“Go to the grocery. 
Buy a tube of anchovy 
paste.” 

“I hate the stuff,” I 
shuddered. 

“Oh, not to eat. Just 
Squeeze out the paste.” 

And there you have 
Howard Newspapers. 


it.—Scripps- 





Ta, ta, tube? 

The necessity of turning in an 
empty tooth-paste or shaving-cream 
tube when we go to the store to 
buy a full one may teach us an- 
other lesson in economy. The tube 
method of distributing these prod- 
ucts is ridiculously wasteful. The 
sale in bulk, as our country grocer 


used to sell dried apples and mo- 
lasses, is obviously much more 
sensible. I look for the day when 
the druggist will keep barrels of 
these pastes and creams on his 
floor, and we shall bring home 
what we want of them in a bucket. 
—ELMER C. Davis, Detroit News. 

















WAR—Privations 


Another story smuggled out of Ger- 
many concerns the Nazi mother who 
sent a pair of boots to her boy bogged 
down in the Russian muck. “Dear 
Mama,” he wrote back appreciatively. 
“Thank you for the boots—they were 
delicious!”—Bennetr Cerr, The Sat- 
urday Review of Literature, 4-18-'42. 


WORK~—Attitude Toward 


Donald M. Nelson was told by his 
doctor that his health is as excellent 
as ever, despite the tremendous re- 
sponsibility assigned him. “How can 
you keep so fit, with such a big job 
on your shoulders?’ Nelson was asked. 
“I don’t look at it as a big job,” re- 
plied Nelson, “but as a lot of little 
jobs.”"—Lronarp Lyons, in his Syndi- 
cated Column. 
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The Tongue Unguarded 
By EccCLESIASTICUS 





One of the choice works of Hebrew 
literature is the Wisdom of Jeshua, 
son of Sirach, better known by his 
Greek name, Ecciestasticus. It is 
placed by both Protestants and Jews 
among the apocryphal writings. The 
book was written in Hebrew, by a 
sage of Jerusalem about 180 B. C., and 
was translated into Greek by the au- 
thor’s grandson some fifty years later. 
In these days of trouble and turmoil 
the counsel of a guarded tongue is 
especially apropos. 





If you never repeat what you are told 

You will fare none the worse. 

defore friend or foe do not recount it, 

And unless it would be sinful of you, 

do not reveal it. 

someone has 

watched you. 

If you hear something said, let it die 
with you, 

Have courage, it will not make you 
burst! 

A fool to express a thought suffers 
such pangs 

As a woman in childbirth suffers to 
bear a child. 

Like an arrow sticking in the flesh of 
the thigh 

Is a word in the heart of a fool. 


For heard you and 


One man keeps silence because he has 
nothing to say, 

And another keeps silence because he 
knows it is the time for it. 

A wise man will keep silence till his 
time comes, 

But a boaster and a fool miss the fit- 
ting time. 

The minds of fools are in 
mouths, 

But the mouth of wise men is their 
mind. 


their 


If you blow on a spark, it will biaze, 

And if you spit on it, it will be put out; 

Yet both come out of your mouth. 

Curse the whisperer and the deceitful 
man 

For he has destroyed many... 

A third person’s tongue has stirred 
many up, 

Many have fallen by the edge of the 
sword, 

But not so many as have fallen by the 
tongue. 


CO ANY 


YOU CAN USE... 


One of my friends enjoys telling 
this story: When he went out into 
his grounds a few mornings after the 
Pearl Harbor episode, he saw what 
appeared to be a new Mexican gar- 
dener at work. 

As the man didn’t look up at his 
approach, he called, “Good morning.” 
The enormous sombrero turned, and 
Kaya, his Jap flower man, said to him, 
“Buenos dias, senor.’—Joan Fon- 
TAINE, as told to William French, 
Liberty. 








“I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE” 
FrevERIC W. Goupy 
Typographer, Designer of Goudy Type 

As a designer of types, I am 
often asked to be the guest at 
meetings of Printers’ Organiza- 
tions and occasionally I am asked 
to speak impromptu. With me it 
is too often the case that when 
my legs stand up my brains sit 
down, and I beg off with this 
story: 

A little girl was asked to bring 
into her literature class at school 
something on the life of Good 
Queen Bess. She rather astonished 
her teacher by her brevity and 
directness when she read her lit- 
tle essay: “Elizabeth was a queen 
and a virgin. As a queen she was 
a great success.” 








Pierre Laval, whose popularity 
among the French people leaves much 
to be desired, decided to find out for 
himself just what they thought of 
him. Heavily disguised, he entered a 
tavern and sat down at the bar. 

“How is everything?” he asked the 
bartender. 

“Bad,” was the frank answer. 

“By the way, what do you think of 
Laval?” 

The bartender looked around cau- 
tiously. “I don’t like such questions. 
You know with the Gestapo and po- 
lice all around .. .” 

“I won't tell anyone,” 
insisted. 

“Yes, but if any of my customers 
overheard us I would be ruined.” 


the customer 


“You can trust me. I swear I won't 
say a word.” 

The bartender 
leaned forward, 
truthful, I 
ground. 


hesitated, then 
whispering, “To be 
rather like him.”’—Back- 


“ee ” 


A group of soldiers at Ft. Francis 
E. Warren, Wyoming, called Ann 
Sheridan and told her they’d pooled 
their beer money to pay the call. Ann 
told them to go ahead and have their 
beer and send the bill to her. “You've 
already paid it” said the speaker. 
“The bartender bet us $10 we couldn't 
get you on the phone!” — Heppa 
Hopper, in her Hollywood Column. 


WISECRACKS 
of the Week 


Wiseacres say there will be no 
more shoes after May 1—everything 
for defense, nothing for de feet. 

oe ” 

Due to scarcity of paint the high- 
way center line may soon disappear. 
But how is a road hog to stay in ex- 
act center, with no line to straddle? 

“ ” 

Japan’s “New Order in the Far 
East” is to Americans the “New 
Odor in the Far East.” 

“oe ” 

Collaboration a la Hitler: “You 
give me your watch and Ill tell you 
the time.”—Aufbau. 

“e ” 

An optimist is a guy who can al- 

ways see the bright side of other 


people’s troubles.—Puit Baker. 
oe ” 





A gold digger is a girl who forgets 
all about the past and the future 
and simply enjoys the present . 











A Welsh regimental choir was sing- 
ing outside the officers’ mess after 
dinner. The colonel called the un- 
musical sergeant-major. 

“Look here,” he said, “go and tell 
the choir to sing ‘Sweet and Low’.” 

The sergeant-major went out and 
bawled to the leader: “If you blokes 
can’t make less noise the colonel says 
you've got to clear off.”—Tit-Bits. 








